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COMIC BACK AFTE.

SOLID... Jim
with his
trademark
double bass

COMIC Jim Tavare is using his
stint at this year’s Free Fringe as
rehab — even though he has a
£500,000 medical bill to pay.

The actor and comedian — who
glayed barman Tom The Innkeeper,

elow, in the Harry Potter series —
was involved in a head-on collision in
Los Angeles last year.

It left the British-born performer in
a coma for 10 days with a broken
neck, 14 cracked ribs, punctured lungs,
his leg broken in 20 places and his
hand ‘detached’ from his arm — plus a
bill for $652,000 (£498,000).

But now he will take to the stage in
Edinburgh next month for the first
time since the life-changing incident.

He jokes: “This is the first time I've
done any gigs since the accident. So I
am using the Fringe as part of my

EXCLUSIVE By

MATT BENDORIS

Chief Features Writer

faster so I took that. It was 2pm and
I was going round a blind corner
when there was a head-on impact. It
was no one'’s fault. It was just one of
those things.

“But the other driver was in a five
tonne Dodge Ram pick-up truck and
had not a scratch on him.

“I was driving something I now call
a Mazda Crum})le, which was Nol in
its class for safety, or as I joke, 0-14
broken ribs in under a second.”

The 55-year-old adds: “It really was
in the middle of nowhere. There was
no phone signal so a passer-by had to
drive down the mountainside to call
for help. I realised my dog had run

rehab.” — away. But when they start
The Essex-born enter- s 4 ycut it 3’: ha
tainer wrote and & - sud-

Channel 5's Jim Tavare
Show with Office legend

Ricky  Gervais  before
moving to Hollywood. E
He had been travelling

with pet dog Mr Kippy
when the accident occ-
urred in April last year.

The dad-of-two recalls:
“It was just a trip to the
shops in the mountains
where I live when the Sat
Nav said ‘new route found’
which was 10 minutes

»

wreckage, Mr Kip%y
n

denly appears bites

do; rison while I was
airi%ec{’ to hospital”
Medics asked his wife
Laura to sign a consent
form as he underwent an
emergency operation.
He was also advised to
‘contact his kids Louis, 20,
and 17-year-old Maddie in
the UK Dbefore being
placed into an induced
coma. Jim says: “I had to

2U.S. CRASH

IT ONLY HURTS WHEN I3
LAUGH ... Jimin US 8
= - hospital, his fringe poster &
picture, top, and with his™
pooch Mr Kippy, right

Skype them to make our final good-
bye. I really was hanging by a thread.
“I'd broken the vertebrae, the

POTTER

very top one on the neck. The break
was a millimetre from my spinal cord. AM _I
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neck down would have been para-

lysed. My hand was detached from the M

gri;t and was just held on by the o
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As well as multiple fractures in his JIM reveals how working on
legs, broken ribs had pierced his  HarryPotter turnedinto areal
lungs. . o -5 . faﬂilyaffair.
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“I was hallucinating. My wife would | YoU!0dothatand really wel-
play me music and at one point 1 Comethemin.Inthe canteen
thought Willie Nelson was trying to  YOUWwould bump into Dumble-
steal my oxygen supply.” dore (Michael Gambon, left)

Now the comic can’t wait to get andSnape (AlanRickman).”
back on stage as he’s still trying to And Jim was amazed by the
pa;'l off his US medical bills. Support he received from

e says: “Even though I .
have insurance you're not cov-

Potter fans around the
world after his car acci-
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